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WILLIAM HARRIS,JRiS, PLANS
FOR HIS PLAYS; THE FOREIGN
DRAMA AND POPULAR FAVORITE

Manager Announces He Will Again Present "Abraham
Lincoln" and "Mary Stuart".Suggests He May

Reproduce Other Familiar Dramas.

By LAWRENCE REAMER.
ALTHOUGH William Harris, Jr., does not use the evocative phrase

"repertory theatre' in his latest declaration of intention, it must
have taken some inventiveness to avoid It. John Drinkwater, evl-)

tfently in a prophetic spirit, complained to his manager that many good
|>lays were altogether lost here once their first run had come to an end.!
^^Slary Stuart" is now somewhat prematurely among that number.

But it wl.. he embalmed for future use in accordance with Mr. Harris's
plan, and along with "Abraham Lincoln" and other dramas which the
manager hu; In mind will be given to the p'.ihllc at Intervals in the fu¬
ture. Lennox Robinson's play about Charles Parnell ought to deserve a

face In th.» material of this Interesting theatre. Mr. Harris quotes the
example of Barry Jackson and Mr. Drlukwatei at the Repertory Theatre
in Birmingham as a precedent for his New York Institution.

If such a theatre ever comes into existence In this city under the
management of Mr. Harris or anybody else its fate will be Interesting
to observe. It has long been the conclusion ot New York managers that
a play, once Its first popularity Is'

exhausted, is as dead as mutton.
Revivals have become all but un¬

known In the New York theatre.
Miss Doris Keane or Miss Laurette
Taylor may occasionally play again
the part In which her fame was made,
but beyond such an exploitation of an

admired personality the old play Is
useless in New Yoik.
In this respect the audiences of the

metropolis aro not unlike those of

other large cities. London has no

repertory theatre. There a play ex¬

hausts its popularity and goes into the
discard. Paris has its eubventloned
theatre in the Comedle Francaise, at
which the classics are revived as well
as old plays that may seem deserving
of that honor. In the other theatres
a play that pleases the public is kept
almost unremittingly on view so long|
sua theatregoers will pay for the privi¬
lege of witnessing it. This is true to¬
day of the playhouses in Berlin, Vi¬
enna and Rome. The popular play Is
too difficult to acquire for any man¬

ager to imperil Its value by taking it
from the sight of any public eager to
watch It.
New York audiences are especially

impatient In the presence of any play
that has been acted before. They may
never have witnessed it. They may
know nothing about it. Yet tho mere

fact that It has been played is suf¬
ficient to rob the public of all Interestj
in It. There were few attempts at re¬

vivals even In the last years of the
stock companies. They had already
become impossible. It rarely happens
that a manager Is couragoous enough
notv'ndays to announce a revival. Mr.
Harris is the only person who has
dared to suggest that he may in the
future present again a number of
plays already familiar.

Could Do With Strlndberg.

Just how close to the actual life of:
the theatre critical commentators 011'
the drama may become is shown in
a book of essays by a gifted lady
writer. In it she deplores the de¬
parture of the drama from the stand¬
ards of Ibsen and Strlndberg. Its
present debased condition Is attributed
to the failure to follow the trail these
two playwright* of the North blazed
In' their work.
Of course this sort of writing is

Intended for the drama of "the closet."
This Is some apochryphal and scholar-1
ly retreat into which those retire who
read their plays with fasting and
prayer. Nothing used so much to de¬
light the Shakespearian actor's press
agent as his success in drawing some

college professor Into a discussion as

to whether Shakespeare were Intended
in this age for tho stage or "the
closet." It is to this hjghly literary
form of the drama that such learned
bodies as the authority quoted turn
their attention.
Suppose that managers were guided

by their aupposed knowledge and set
out, for Instance, to put soine Simon-

pure Strlndberg before the public.
The writer cannot recall any play .of
Strlndberg In a regular theatre here
with the single exception of a two
weeks' season organized by Oland
Warner at the Berkeley Lyceum. The
Theatre Guild gave two private per¬
formances of "The Dance of Death"
for their subscribers last year which
the public would havo been fortunate
to see. There have also been matinees
of this author's plays at different times.
Alia NfUrtmova even acted "Countess
Julie" In Russian.
These plays have always been, so to

speak, dramatic hors tfoeuvre. What
would over happen to the New York
impresario who attempted a season of
b'trtndberg? Tbaen. the moat advertised
playwright of the era, has brought

little prosperity to hia impresarios. But
Strisidberg..

Continental Play Again.
Has the successful career of the

Theatre Guild tunned the attention of
managers once more to the continental
drama? Archibald Selwyn even went to
Europe to look the field over and
came back with some treasures in his
bag. Perhaps the old pre-war exodua
Will soon be seen again. Then the
managers hurried away in May and
returned in August with long lists of
plays that were rarely if ever acted
in full. Those they did produce were
usually so little to the taate of the
public that there was little or no profit
in the venture. It seems nowadays
incredible that the late Charles Froh-
man in one season produced six plays
from the French with only a loss of
time and money as the result of this
enterprise.
Then the pendulum, in the man¬

agerial manner, swung in the opposite
direction. There must be only Ameri¬
can playe by native authors. An ava¬
lanche of them was dumped in a few
seasons on the American stage. Crook
plays, plays with surprise endings and
surprises of all kinds, for that matter,
except in any kind of merit; farces,
bedroom pieces ad nauseum, white
slave, rural and every other species of
drama came to trial. They were not<
aa a whole inferior to the foreign sup¬
ply. Nor were they selected with any-
keener Judgment.
The Theatre Guild here met with «ts

prosperity merely because It offered
the public plays of foreign origin
There are as many mechanical French
farces, dull English comedies that
could not arouse a smile outside of
London and futile Hungarian dramas
as there ever were. But the play-
readers of the Theatre Guild select
their repertoire with good Judgment.
They do not try this play because It
ran for six months in London or that
cne because the author Is the most
popular in Berlin. They seek quality
In whatever thoy present, whether It
had Its origin here or there.
The managers who used to shovel

in plays by the ton made their in-1
vestments on the strength of foreign
popularity, the vogue of the writer or
the possibility of this or that star
finding a role in the piece. Undouht-!
edly the playa which the Theatre Guild
has given at the Garrlck Theatre were J
at times accessible to the commercial
managers. Probably they had the first
chance at them. How regretful they
must hare been when the artistic per¬
formance of these plays at the Garrlck
Theatre made them notably success¬
ful! Half the failures of foreign plays
in New Tork were attributable to the
manner of their performance.

The Native Play Favored.

Of course there Is no denying the
truth of the managerial doctrine that,
other things being equal, the drama
with the American theme, written by
the native author, will be more sue-
oeesful than any other. But It must!
be more than merely American. Any
work so splendidly native in every
way as "Llghtnln*" and "The First
Tear" are faultless specimens of their
kind. Here are sympathetic and com-
prehensibie subjects combined with the
most skilful treatment. Such plays are
certain to be more valuable to their
producers than any works of foreign
authorship that ever existed. But It Is
not only their Americanism that lifts!
them so far above the average
The success of American managers

has not been altogether confined to!
the Theatre Guild. Mr. Betasoo has
had a triumph with "Deburau," and
will In the future again lavish his In-
comparable skill on a new drama by
Sacha Gultry. Mr. Ames found more
success than he has known In years'
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with "The Qreen Goddess." He cast
nnd presented the piece admirably.
Mr. Brady brought an almost exclus¬
ively English cast here to play "The
Skin Game," which Interested Ameri¬
can audiences more than any of Gals¬
worthy's previous dramas. Probably
"Mary Rose" pleased fewer spectators
than any of the Barrio dramas since
"Little Mary." American audiences
And it difficult to follow his whimsical¬
ity In the form It takes at present.
The success of "Spanish . Love"

seemed chiefly the result of its excel¬
lent Spanish dancing and the flne act¬
ing of James Rennle and William
Powell. But the foreign play, It can

be seen from the list that hf. recently
gained popularity here, will ^ In be
Important In our theatre.

The Popular Player.

When William Gillette acted at the
Empire Theatre in the last Important
revival of "Diplomacy" seen here he
was Henry Beauclerc. Of course the
artistic result was exactly what could
have been foretold. The part of an

accomplished, cosmopolitan diplomat,
a man of the world if ever one was

put Into a play, was converted by Mr.
Gillette Into a nasal, Down East vlllasre
«torckeeper. Such a curious failure
to suggest even remotely the character
drawn by Sardou Inevitably aroused a
chorus of critical protest. As a mat¬
ter of fact Mr. Gillette's performance
was grotesquely and weirdly bad. He
might have been anything in the world
but ne ver Henry Beauclerc.
Did all the critical disapproval and

the actor's own failure to suggest In
the slightest degree the leading char¬
acter of the piny interfere with the
popular success of the revival? Mot In
the slightest degree. The piece was

given for weeks to large audiences at
the Empire Theatre. It was equally
successful In other cities.
Mr. Gillette is a most popular actor.

Nobody cared whether he happened
to appear to advantage or not In this
particular part The public wanted to
see him. went in large numbers and
enjoyed Itself Immensely. So, to use a

phrase which is not always found in
such Bohemian surroundings, there
you are. Sometimes it seems as if the
popular favorite could do no wrong.
It was certainly impossible for Mr.
Olllette to alienate his admirers even

In this role.
Miss Barrymore and her brother

John are great favorites now. Miss
Barrymore, who had always been
much admired, suddenly blazed out as

a pet of the theatregoers with her
sensational success in "Derfassee "

John gained Immensely in popularity
through his association with Arthur
Hopkins. Now the two are able to
All the Empire Theatre at double the
regular prices in a play so amateurish
end Inefficient as to make In its way
a record. Yet crowds storm the box
office of the theatre to be admitted
at double the usual rates. Is It not
true that the public favorite can do no

wrongt
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"The Three Musketeers" and
New KiPeek-a-Boo" Come /n

MONDAY.
CASINO THEATRE.Kfrem Zlmballat'g musical comedy, "Honeydew," will

be presented by Joe Weber for a return engagement at this playhouae.
after having appeared on Broadway for twenty-»l* weeks eerller In th'
aeaaon. The cast remains the aame and Includes Hal Forde, Sam Ash,
Theresa Maxwell Conover. Dorothy Follls and Ethellnd Terry.

MANHATTAN OPEBA HOUSE."The Three Musketeers." » musical play In
two acts, written and composed by Ktchard W. Temple, which wa» post¬
poned from last week, will be presented. The story la taken from Alexan¬
der Dumas'a historical romance.

COLUMBIA THEATRE.The regular summer attraction will start Its six
woeks* run In Jean Bedlnl'e "All-New Peek-a-Boo." The latest production
has an original score, book and scenery, with many players new to New
Tork. Bobby Clark and Paul MoCullough. leading comedians, will return,
as will the Seven Musical SptUerA Others among the sixty In the compSny
are the White Way Trio, the Frank Sabtnl Trio, Jack Edwards, Charles
Mack. Earle and Earle, Emily Earle and Ruth Wheeler.

Hampden's Shakespeare Comedian's Father
Bills for Last Two Weeks Leaves $175,000 to Him
The schedule of plays for the last two

..... . ..Although William Kent has achieved
week* at the Broadhurst Theatre of
Walter Hampden's annual New Tork
season In Shakespeare Is a* follows:
lee": Tuesday, "Hamlet": Wednesday,
"Macbeth"; Thursday matin' e, "Mer¬
chant of Venice"; Thursday night,
"Taming of the Shrew": Friday. "Ser¬

vant In the House"; Saturday matinee.
"Hamlet"; Saturday night. Merchant
of Venice." For the week of May 21:

Monday, "Taming of the Shrew Tues¬

day. "Hamlet": Wednesday, "Merchant
of Venice": Thursday matinee, Taming
of the Shrew"; Thursday nigh' "Mac¬
beth"; Friday, "8ervant In th" Howe";
Saturday matinee. "Merchant of Ver-
Thls week: Monday, "Merchant of \ en-

Ice." The bill for the conrludl is "vp-

nlng of the engagement on Saturday,
May 2>. will be In the nature of a eur-

what most persons would oonalder sue-.
cess In musical comedy, his father, the
late William H. Kent, never quite for-;
gave him for following a theatrical
career.

The comedian, who Is a feature of the
opening bill at the New Brighton Thea-
tre, has received word from St Paul,
that the elder Kent, who died In that
city on March B. left his entire estate
(approximating 1175.000) to his actor;
son. The will, however, contains a

clause stipulating that not one cent of,
the money be Invested In any sort of;
theatrical enterprlae.
The parent had aelected a commercial

career for hla only boy. but the lure of;
the stage proved too great for young
William, and unknown to hla family he
madfl hla profeaainnal debut *a a page

nrtae and will be announced late* boy supporting O^auneey Oleott
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News and Gossip of the Stage,
Its Plays, Players and Managers

Consider the Case of the Thrifty Chorus Men Who
Served as Jurymen and Caused Light Opera's Post-
ponement.'The Beggars Opera' Failure Here,

Success Elsewhere.

BACK of the postponement of the
Southern Light Opera Com¬

pany's production of "The

Three Musketeers," musical version of

Alexandre Dumas's romance, at the
Manhattan Opera House, is an inter¬

esting story of ambition which meant

prollts to the men whom it filled, but

a costly outlay for others. The open¬

ing performance had to be deferred
from last Thursday evening until to¬

morrow night because two chorus men

2ealously insisted on picking up about

$60 on the side, while the postponement
meant a loss to the opera company
that was put by an official between
$1,600 and $2,000.
The two ambitious men were lead¬

ers of the chorus. They had been spe¬
cially picked from among 100 ap¬
plicants who were sent to the com¬

pany by agencies all over the city.
Not only was care used in selecting
the ordinary chorus men, for they had
to present a stalwart appearance be¬
fitting musketeers, which few male
members of the merry-merry do, but
extra consideration was bestowed on

the leaders, for, in addition to Jbeing
strapping figures, they had to be able
to fence and sing small parts.
The two men who qualified wgre

called to Jury duty and began drawing
$.1 a day extra two weeks ago. They
were able to aerve the State and the

opera company, too, because rehearsals
were at night. Then, as the premiere
neared, the management called day re¬

hearsals.and found that 'the leaders
were serving among twelve good men

»nd true."
That threw the management Into a

quandary. The two men had been care¬

fully trained and it would be impossi¬
ble to replace their 300 pound personali¬
ties at such short notice. On the oth->r
hand, it would be impossible to give
the performance properly without them.
The court case on which they were de¬
liberating was due to go to the Jury
last Friday, but It was deemed advis¬
able not to open on Saturday. Monday
was fixed as the opening date, and :n

the meantime the company, having
leased the Manhattan for several weeks,
had to go on paying rant without any
return coming In.

The English company specially Im¬
ported here for the revival of "The
Beggar'* Opera" left Montreal laat
week to return to England, after hx'*-

'

Ing had one of the most curious ex¬

periences to befall a company. A dis¬
mal failure in New York, they were

reorganized and taken over by the
Bohemians, Inc., and became one of
the few auccesaes visible thia aeason on
the road. At Chicago they played a

return engagement aTter the lapse of a

r*w week* at the request of a round
*obln signed by leading Chicago cltl-
lena. Including the critlca, and in
Canada they made a similar hit.

Success doesn't necessarily mean

loney In the theatrical business. Tne
nancial profit frequently depends on

he overhead, a striking instance of
hat came to light In "8pAnl»h Love."
rhlch ha# Juat closed The production
layed through the season to an aver¬

se between $1,000 and 110,000 a week,
rhlch is considered a good reftirn for s

ramatlc attraction. Yet Wagenhaia and
>mper are reported to have loel $17.-
00 on the production, because of the
eary Initial outlay and the expensive
est. The piece will be eent on tour
ext season, when no doubt the man¬

gers will more'than recoup themselves
n It.

Manager# are constantly engaged In
luring players from one another with
the halt of Increased salaries.-except
in the ease of actors who have long
term contract#.but there appears to i»e
no hard feeling over fhta prectlce. slpoe
all indulge In it. The other da> a

manager happened in to see "Ladies
Night." and Martin Herman, brother,
of A. H. Woods, spotted him. Hermsn
went up to him with a grin and said:
"Here's a programme.which player do
you want to steal 7"

An unuaual case of cooperation be-
ween the Actors' Equity Association
nd a manager has Just cropped t;
ierald Bacon, realizing he had too
eavy a burden In the salaries paid to
layers In "Princess Virtue" after the
mileil comedy opened at the fentral
.Veetre told ttietw eetae'»« would be

cut. The players, through an Equity
representative, declared they would quit
If their pay were decreased.

liacon, wishing to arrive at an equit¬
able settlement, showed them that the
large salaries couldn't possibly be main¬
tained by the receipts, and asked them
what they preferred to do Instead of be¬
ing without a Job at a time when the
theatrical business Is particularly slack.
The players replied that they would con¬
tinue to play on a sharing basis, taking
a percentage of the receipts. This ar¬
rangement Buitcd the producer, and on
that agreement the musical play con¬
tinued.

j The Shuberta are building another of
their theatres on West Forty-ninth
street. It Is being erected alongside St.
Malachy'a Roman Catholic Church, west
of Broadway. It is planned to be of
medium size, seating about 1,000, and
will probably be on the style of tne
RItz.

Another race is one similar to that
which occurred between William A.
Brady and A. H. Woods at the start of
the present season over the production
respectively of "Opportunity" and
"Crooked Gamblers." Both these plays
had Wall street themes, and the man¬
agers engaged in a lively scramble to
see who would get to the publio first
with Ms offering.

Brady, who seems more than any
other manager to have events break for
him so that he Is concerned In such
competitions, this time has for his rival
L. Lawrence Weber. Brady has already
started on the way to production a new
play by Col. Jasper Ewlng Brady and
Philip Bartholomae called "Personality."
Weber hss Just accepted a drama by
William Le Baron entitled "Nobody's
Money," which Is cast along the same
lines. Now the public can alt'back and
watch the race between the producers to
determine who will first enthrall them
with his offering.

A vaudeville otar who recentlly ap¬
peared at a local house and cilt quite a
swath with her cot created almost as
big an Impression with the banks of
flowers that were carried down to the
footlights for her hy the perspiring
ushers. The multi-colored evidence that
Bhe had so many well wishers drew an
extra round of applause from the audi¬
ence.
Subsequently It developed that she had

ordered the flowers hersetf. This caused
no particular surprise, for cases of this
kind have been known In the past. But
comment was aroused when the perform¬
er declined to pay the enormous bill
presented by the florist. Popularity
came too high at the price.

I^ater she appeared at a vaudeville
theatre, and the dltgjUiy of flowers was
repeated, but this time wagers were
freely made among those In the know
that they weren't furnished by the same
florist.
Ushers who carry the house flowers

down to vaudeville headllners must grow
frightfully cynical

Miss Barrymore in
'Carrots' for Drew Post

Tho Theatrical unit of ths American
Legion, the S Rankin Drew Post, will
have Its annual theatrical performance
at the New York Hippodrome thlit eve-
nlng.
The post, named in memory of tfl* first

actor killed in the war. Sidney Rankin
Drew, son of the comedian, Includes
among Its members the men of the allied
amusements who were In active service
It main to Ins quarters, looks after the
employment of men in lie lino of profes¬
sion and takes care of the wounded
One of the features of the bill will he

tha appearance of Miss Bthel Barrymore
In her famous role In "Carrots." sup-
ported by Bruce MoRae. Others an-
nounced are P. VP Griffith, Frank
Bacon. Miss Dorothy Jardon. Miss Dor¬
othy Olsh. James Hennle. Tom l<ewis,
Miss Mary Hay, Miss Marlon Dsvlss.
Rlx Brown Brothers. Montague I<ove, Gus
Edward* and company, the "Dumbelle"'
company, llelenc Crenelle Haurlce Bum¬
mers, Arthur Rankin. Johnny Mines,
Gordon Rtsndlng. Gilbert itoone *. (Horg*
Lyneh, Rov Lloyd and l?»it*n« O'Brien
The sketeh. "A B't of Eighteen,"

which was played with great success on
the other side, will be presented by a
csst msde tip entirely of men of the post
who served overseas.
The master of ceremonies will he Ray¬

mond Hitchcock. R. H Burns!de, gen¬
eral Stage director of the Hippodrome.
w!!1 have charge of tty stage

The Greatest Sporting Goods
Store in the World

Madison Avenue and 45th Straeh
New York

Pitching
Your Tent

The way is simple.
Follow the May trail till

you come to Decoration Day.
Then turn to the right.and you

will see Spring unlocking the gate
to Summer.
Canoe beached.tent pitched on

a green-turfed bank.at night the
stars blossoming in the quiet skies.
Or sleeping amid orchards, in a

roadside automobile camp, and
awakening to the scent of a country
morning.
Camping.the city man's pas¬

toral.his finest recreation!
See the tents, with all their com¬

forts, for every style of camp, on the
famous Abercrombie & Fitch camp
goods floor.

Motor Restaurants,
Luncheon Kits,

Luggage

ill
r

' VI .

For a transcontinental trip
or a Sunday's outing.

Kits which make you in¬
dependent of hotel and res¬
taurant meals.
Motor restaurant kit. including

cutlery, dishes, food and liquid con¬
tainers for six, cooking utensils, and
compact "Kamp Kook" stove, all
in light basswood case, covered with
black enamel duck. Price. $96.
Luncheon kitsfrom$7.50to$100.

outfits including Thermos bottles.
Motor tea kits, for afternoon tea

under the trees.
Motor luggage, including trunks,

suit cases and bags.

Camps for a Night,
a Trip, or a Summer

1.s

One-man tents, two-men
tents, or tents for an entire
family.

All seasoned designs and
correct materials.Abercrom-
bie & Fitch construction.
The "Hikelite" tent, shown im¬

mediately above, sleeps two persons
and weighs 4\poun<ls complete-
ground cloth sewn in.6x7x6 feet
high. Price. $26.
The "Marquee" tent, shown at

top, for autoists and canoeists, quar¬
ters four comfortably and easily
carried. Price, $60.
Complete canoe-cruising and

motor-rambling outfits, including
camp stoves, cook kits, bedding.
all necessary duffle in most compact
form.
Wall tents army headquarters

style, for permanent camps. Baker
tents and explorers' tenta.
Camp furniture and furnishings.
Canoes of all desired modem,

'woods and construction.a com¬

plete assortment of canoe fufnish*
'Off-

Fishing tackle, guns and revolvers.
Camp clothes of tested quality.

Wrtttfor Nen' ' ireularg on Cnmfhng,
Fi*hing Ttfklt urni Wonion'*

Outing Clothe*.

flbercrombie
t Fitch Co*
EZRA II FITCH. President

Madiion Avenue sad 45th Street
New York

"Where the Blazed Trail
Crotst* the Boulevard."


